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THE BEGINNING
OF THE ALPHABET

Students new to Hebrew will need to work carefully through the first three chapters,

which cover the alphabet and the rules for pronunciation. Even those who already

know how to read Hebrew are encouraged to review Chapters 1 and 2. Chapter 3 is

particulatly important for all students because it provides basic information spe-

cific to Biblical Hebrew.

Hebrew and English

English Alphabet

1. English is read and written from
left to right.

2. In the English alphabet, there are
26 letters: some are vowels (a, ¢, i, o,
u), and some are consonants (b, c, d,

g, etc.)

3. Letiers in the English alphabet
may be capital or lowercase.

4. English letters are not written dif-
ferently when they appear at the end
of a word.

5. It is impossible to learn to read
English without knowing the mean-
ing of words, because letters and let-
ter combinations can be pronounced
in many ways. Example: the letter ¢
in the words cat and circle.

6. English is pronounced differently
In various countries, such as England,
Australia, and the United States.

Hebrew Alphabet

1. Hebrew is read and written from
right to left.

2, In the Hebrew alphabet, there are
22 letters, all of which are consonants,
Vowels are dots and dashes added be-
low and beside the consonants.

3. Letters in the Hebrew alphabet
have only one form.

4. Five Hebrew letters have a differ-
ent form when they appear at the end
of a word.

5. Hebrew consonants and vowels
are nearly always pronounced the
same. Therefore, it is possible to
learn to read Hebrew without know-
ing the meaning of words.

6. Hebrew also has various pronunci-
ations, This book uses the Sephardic,
or Middle Fastern, pronunciation.
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1
Pronunciation

2 Book
Print

3 Final
Form

4
Block

Script

Silent letter

B as in Boy
Vasin Vine

G as in Girl

D as in Door

H as in House

V as in Vine

Z as in Zebra

CH as in BaCH

T as in Tall

Y as in Yes

AINEIEIEI I

SNl | — |V

K as in Kitty
CH as in BaCH

—

v

L as in Look

M as in Moon

)

N as in Now

—d

S as in Sun

Silent letter

P as in Park
F as in Food

TS as in NuTS

— |-

—~ .1

R

K as in Kitty

~|KUE = | > UL

R as in Robin

SH as in SHe
S as in Sun

T as in Tall

HES JIUIKUw Y gD Uy

=N

SIEEO | VMOW O X O|l— (00

The Alphabet Chart

Column 1: the English pronunciation

for each Hebrew letter.

Column 2: the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet as they are printed in books,
We call this type of lettering Book

Print.

Column 3: the five final letters in

Book Print.

Column 4: the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet (including final letters) in
Block style, a simplified form of writ-

ten Hebrew.

Column 5: the letters (including final
letters) in Script style, the commonly-

used form of written Hebrew.

The names of the Hebrew letters ap-

pear on page 414.

Learning to
Write Hebrew

While we stress reading and pronuncia-
tion, one very helpful way of learning a
language is to write it. In order to read
the lessons in this book, it is necessary to
learn how to read Book Print. To write
the exercises, you will need to learn
either the Block or the Script letters. We
recommend that you do all the written

exercises.
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Pronunciation

2 Book
Print

3 Tinal
Form
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Block

Script

Silent letter N
B as in Boy o)
V as in Vine o)
G as in Girl b
D as in Door I
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H as in House

V as in Vine

Z as in Zebra

CH as in BaCH

T as in Tall

Y as in Yes
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K as in Kitty
CH as in BaCH
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L as in Look

M as in Moon

N asin Now
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§ as in Sun 0 0
Silent letter Y 6
tuired | 57 3197
TS as in NuTS X ? r 3 f
K as in Kitty i P
R as in Robin 9 1 1)
SHasinSHe | Y/ v/ e
S as in Sun 1174 \VJ e
T as in Tall e T N

The Alphabet Chart

Column 1: the English pronunciation

for each Hebrew letter.

Column 2: the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet as they are printed in books.
We call this type of lettering Book

Print.

Column 3: the five final letters in

Boolt Print.

Column 4: the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet (including final letters) in
Block style, a simplified form of writ-

ten Hebrew.

Column 5: the letters (including final
letters) in Script style, the commonly-

used form of written Hebrew.

The names of the Hebrew letters ap-

pear on page 414.

Learning to
Write Hebrew

While we stress reading and pronuncia-
tion, one very helpful way of learning a
language is to write it. In order to read
the lessons in this book, it is necessary to
learn how to read Book Print. To write
the exercises, you will need to learn
either the Block or the Script letters. We
recommend that you do all the written

exercises.

The Beginning of the Alphabet ¢ Chapter 1

The First Six Letters and Two Vowels

Silent letter N

B as in Boy
V as in Vine

G as in Girl

D as in Door

H as in House

V as in Vine

ol | ARCARE T
— |z X
— 2 D DY F

-

L N is a silent letter. You can pronounce the vowel after the N, but not the N itself.

2. : and : are the same letter, although : is pronounced B as in Boy and

: is pronounced V as in Vine.
3. The letters : and 1 are pronounced the same way: V as in Vine.
4. When ﬂ comes at the end of a word and is not followed by a vowel, it is silent.

5. Hebrew letters sometimes have dots in the middle, but there are only a few cases in

which the dot changes a letter’s pronunciation. You have learned one of these.

Two Hebrew Vowels

Vowels are shown by adding dots and dashes below or beside consonants. 'Two
vowels are shown below. Both are added below consonants, and both are pro-

nounced in the same way.! The X represents any Hebrew consonant.
a as in yacht )S )_S

When a vowel is written below a consonant, pronounce the consonant first and

then the vowel. When a vowel appears below an N, pronounce the vowel only.

3 = X + : Always read
T T ~¢—— Hebrew from
right to left.

N =X + X
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Reading Practice
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The Next Five Letters and One New Vowel

Z as in Zebra T 1) |5
CHasinBaCH | 7 TV I
T as in Tall ViUl o6
Y as in Yes " 1 y

K as in Kitty 913139
CHasinBaCH | D | ] | O

eeasinbee X "X

1. D and : are the same letter, although D is pronounced K as in Kitty and D is
pronounced CH as in BaCH.

2. The letters ﬂ and D are both pronounced with a rasping H sound, as in the

German pronunciation of the word BaCH.

3. The new vowel X may be written in two ways: as a dot under a consonant X, or
as a dot under a consonant followed by ” as ’)_(. The addition of the ? does not
change the sound of the vowel. There is no difference in the pronunciation of " :

and : Both sound like the English word bee.




The Beginning of the Alphabet « Chapter 1

Look-Alike Letters

Some letters look alike and may confuse the beginning reader. Notice the differ-

M0 o o] o 2 T Y

Checkup Words

In many examples in this book, Hebrew letter and vowel combinations are shown
with English words that have the same sound. This will make it easier for you to

check your pronunciation of new Hebrew letters and vowels as you learn them.

hahat NJRT  Bob 2 oad TN bog Ad
aha! N ;j l$ key ) D heat U ﬂ Bach ﬂ ;
| easy ’ T N yacht U_?_ eat UN

Exercises
Bvery chapter ends with exercises. It may seem that we have included too many, but we urge you to do

them all. In learning a language, as in learning to drive a car, practice is the most important part.

1. Pronounce the letters below. Circle the letters in each line that are the same as the letters in the box.

T "1 2 3.

2

9 9 9

el |

- —s
— 1 J -

=

- u

4 O — IJ
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Z g - U -y
- X U
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Chapter 1+ The Beginning of the Alphabet

2. Read aloud the following letter and vowel combinations.

M KT 12 2 111 17T
] BRI B T S+ - T S e B O« s
LI TV T D 1 RCT PV VOV
T o202 01 0MCT 1Y)
L2 1°2°% 3 D 1 2 3 2 273 s
52002 7T 133 2 2°30°0 .
X 202 T2 T 1 @MDY Y
2 1 BV 2R 2 ATROY

" N2 %0 RD T OR) DT A3 "2 R s
I AR ORI O OTA 2R U U U2 w

3. Using either Block or Script style, write each of the letters that you have learned ten times each, first
without vowels, then with vowels. As you write, say the sounds out loud. Remember that Hebrew is

written from right to left.

4. Read the following combinations of letters aloud.

NQX 72 N2 M2 L2 TN AR TN
122 °3 "2 M M I 2 W
W7 N7 D 3T 23 LR T 72
773 A1 T 79 LY 23 ) 03

G G UJ
—"—‘il?lalz-‘_‘_llz

792 T3 2T M2 KD 1Y 1 AD 5
7T7OTY AT 32 2D 2 T ORY NI
XD ©3 32 327 W "2 X2 22 T




Chapter 1 * The Beginning of the Alphabet The Beginning of the Alphabet « Chapter 1

2. Read aloud the following letter and vowel combinations. - 5. Using either Block or Script style, write out Exercise 4. Say the sounds as you write.
AR T 13 ; ) I ! I T 6. Spell the following English words with Hebrew letters and vowels. Do these words as many different
R S+ TR SN n S N \ SNy B » T A « B+ A _ ways as you can,
My T Y T U -l t_‘; ’T i 31? p m 3 1. heave 4. Vival 7. dot 10. got 13. yacht 16. cog
‘ T ' T 2. beet 5. cot 8. heat 11. deed 14. cat 17. tot
T2 2 1 YNt 1 ) Y 7 3. hot 6. case 9. Oz 12. Bach 15. tea 18. bead
U3 1 ’; ’N ’:.'1 ? 1 ; ; ; ;"J 53 7 7. Read the following real Hebrew words.
2.0 2 1T 1 23 23 2 27373 ¢ T T WX A TR MY I AN
22T T T a1 712 MU N2 N2 SON TR AR AN .
v:m -wl vr? N?‘( v:r z?u gﬁ ;_”;“1 ":7 *z& PR TR TR R 13 T 7
D MK N} 1 TM OX LI OT VD [ o S
I3 AT I ONIA I OATR TROT s
e e s TTTONT M 73T 23T ANT AT TE .
wrtden from rght o e KT I AN Rag ngT my T MY o
4, Read the following combinations of letters aloud. :U m:;a N"U"l 1:;1-_‘ 33$'T ms; ﬂlti n]r;-:‘ o
Rah 12 K2 72 D2 3§ A8 9§ W . 27317 297 2] MY nar 71 210 020
122 °2 "3 W M A3 7 W ua oo 721 RIT OTTOPT ORI AT 170 RINT .
27 N VA7 23 UK T T2 UK A70 A0 230 RAD A0 A0 van 720
a3 a1 7 7 vy 23 9] °2 M2 . aun RLp o oo AW A T 70 -
122 73 2T N2 K3 2V T AQ A s AR VY OY A2 20 AN ATn D s
1171 77 32 23 12 T KRR NI o 0T R T I OT O AR .
Nupg 32 A2 23 23X "2 N3 22 T 722 3 212 N2 72 2D 2D 722 s
» 7
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THE LAST HALF
OF THE ALPHABET

Listed below are the next six letters of the Hebrew alphabet, plus two more vowels.

L as in Look 77

M as in Moon

N as in Now

S as in Sun

Silent letter

P as in Park

LIk = =1 EN)
QO X O —|x|

UW Y O\ v | O

F as in Food
ay as in hay X ’)S eh as in bed X

. 'The letter y, like the letter N, is silent. Pronounce the vowel following the y, but

not the y itself.

. D and D are the same letter, although D is pronounced P as in People, and

B is pronounced F as in Food.

. The new vowel X may be written in two ways:

as two dots under a consonant )5, or
as two dots under a consonant followed by ’ as "X There is no difference in the

pronunciation of I-‘ and ? n Both sound like the English word hay.

. The new vowel X is pronounced e as in bed and is infrequently followed by a ‘,.




The Last Half of the Alphabet ¢ Chapter 2

Look-Alike Letters

D 2 Al (Wlye

Checkup Words

safety ? D ) O ate y less O]?
meal ‘7 ” ?J say K O bed .T :
maybe ? : K ?3 peg J D

Reading Practice

w7 V9 n? 07 by oYK vy Bh .
79RO TR YR Y oon T un .

7 in A s Y SR R R R
720 70 2°0 9 MR Y 0 DD .
W OW DV Y WY oLy WY
795 2 R 7B DB 2D 2B NB
L7 07 D7 VO VI VY v I,
77 7Y 2% 9 Y0 9n oDe 03 .

7T 0 B IY I D VD KD o
N2 07 97 v? LD VD VR VAL
TV OOY 13 vD 23 K1 1 VI
P P D7 Yw Bo wn By




Chapter 2

¢ The Last Half of the Alphabet

7]

The Last Five Letters and Two Vowels

Listed below are the last five letters of the Hebrew alphabet and two new vowels.

TS as in NuT$S

K as in Kitty

R as in Robin

SH as in SHe
S asin Sun

SOOI [OW

eS| JYU W
S| I K

T as in Tall

0 as in low X 1)(
00 as In Z0o X IX

. W and W are the same letter, although W is pronounced SH as in SHape, and

W is pronounced 8 as in Sun.

. f'l and U are both pronounced the same way: T as in Tall.

. P and D are both pronounced the same way: K as in Kitty.

W and O are both pronounced the same way: 8 as in Sun.

. The new vowel 1)( appears to the left of the letter and may be written in two

ways: as a dot at the top of the 1 appearmg to the left of a consonant 'IX orasa
dot to the upper left of a consonant X The sound is the same whether the vowel
has the .l with the dot .lx or just the dot X

TV ode TV

. The second new vowel '1)( may be written in two ways: as the letter 1 with a dot

in the middle appearing to the left of consonant 'IX, or as three dots underneath

a consonant X Both vowels have the same sound.

root J'I'l'l root n-]




The Last Half of the Alphabet « Chapter2

7. The -l is not a vowel and a consonant at the same time. When a 1 functions as a

vowel, sounded o .lx or 00 1)(, it does not have the sound of V as in Vine.
With a dét above it, the .I sounds like o as in row: ‘lx

With a dot in its center, the .] sounds like 00 as in pool: 1X

With a vowel under it, the .l sounds like V as in Vine with its vowel sound:

vale '? '1 vet U.l V:iva! ﬂ 1’1 veal b ‘,.!

8. When the vowel X appears next to a m the dot from the W usually combines

with the vowel X
Y =2W" aYn=nyn
Look-Alike Letters
79 Y iy X N
Checkup Words

coacos IR TRIP e P99 o DI o VI
by "%3 oo DD s W ow RIW
Reading Practice
79X VY MY ¥ 2 OKY 9% A%
RO R WP 2@ vp TP 2p.
S R T N i B e B by N o O ) 1 B
AW VY YW nv nv nw RiY.
XY W TR pR ol Biv xib s
D D W "D 9D 3D 210 RN
T T PR P WX MY nv? N

11
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Chapter 2 » The Last Half of the Alphabet

The Five Final Letter Forms
Five Hebrew letters have a different shape when they are written at the end of a
word. The regular and final forms of a letter are still the same letter, and they are

pronounced in the same way.

CH as in BaCH

M as in Moon

.
O
1

N as in Now

W W v | O \U
i Y bl B R B

—~ | |— | O

F as in Food E‘

TS as in NuT$S l/
At the End In the Beginning
of a Word or Middle of a Word

1= PR =) =/
03> ,0On M, -
12 70K m32 W3
2 AR VDY 293 .
7Ty ¥R ,P%T8

» The final form 1 is usually written with two dots inside it -I These dots have no
sound. Sometimes the vowel )_S appears inside the final form :I This is pro-

nounced cha.
Reading Practice
2N TP TI2OTRY AW TR T2 .
POX D2 Y %R DX oY Mmoo
opX T I3 VOl PI oMY 13 -




The Last Half of the Alphabet e Chapter 2

Ssummary of Possible Pitfalls

Here is a review of all the look-alike letters in the alphabet.

¥R 92 177 31
N LI T B I . I B I
vy on 19 T9
swinsen U O vanvie 3 2
oy D P s ¥ R
TR T L

Exercises

1. Write the last 13 letters of the Hebrew alphabet and the five final letters ten times each. Write each
(excepting the final letters) first without vowels, then with vowels. As you write, say the sounds aloud.

Be sure to include all the vowels you have learned.

e

2. Practice reading the following words aloud. Be careful not to confuse the letters that look alike but

sound different.
TA—T1 .0 122 07—07 .
DY—0Y .« 12—72, MWW .
On1—973 - 72—V s DA—03 5
2% — 2K DWw—oms  YUIN—yYn .
o0 —00 s 132 —1712 0 oI —090 -

13




Chapter 2 ¢ The Last Half of the Alphabet

3. The following Hebrew letters form English words and they have no meaning in Hebrew. Find the

English word in the list below that matches each Hebrew form.

Fxample: odd 19N
W Ba TIr Qs TR Vs TR
PR 72 W Tla 120 VAs 02
% Vs KD Nls D0 T2 PV
NP2 D72 Wao V6 P¥o T2s 10

(S8

e

English words: bead, bed, car, cave, deaf, doze, goat, hate, key, lone, loom, meat, name, net, oats, odd,

ooze, pod, raid, rate, seed, seen, sheets, tar, tell, two, yacht, zoom

4. Read the names of the letters in the Hebrew alphabet aloud. They are listed in alphabetical order. The
initial letter of each word will tell you which letter is being named. Write all the forms of all the letters

in the Hebrew alphabet and copy the correct letter-name next to each one.
nnoPIo RD NPT Y D2 agw
Y 900 T oon Ty 92 7P DY
WPV Y aip T8 KD

5. Read the following combinations and write out the two that sound alike.
pivy o7 olm oTe o1R .
i PRI 233 123 N} M -
PID 722 1A 3TN TR 70
Ty P¥R 29y M3 NJY MW
oY Yyt DiniT 97T U T s
Dy mel Ry Y 990 s

14




The Last Half of the Alphabet ¢ Chapter 2

6. The following are all real Hebrew words. Read them aloud until you can read them easily.

oY 77 P TR I3 MR T
MO R A op? 12 0P R An
oY Peg o2 N2 ove oW Py
T TR M7 A1 T oMK AR o7p Yo
15 = A= =l i e Bt S
oy 91 N OINYY MY NI ORW pN
WP UKD M 7% 237 T N
oy 03 MY NTI? YRD nyaw wpy oy
nR 00 PR Al p3 ofpn pr o
A7 13 W2 g P2 1AR WY b
v? DT N2 npR nod B2 i wn
o npe2 oivY nay IRE np ooy A
R NI27 790 MY DnR v v
nR? PID Y21 MM oMI2 Ry NI oRiv

7. Write out the first four lines of Exercise 6. If you need extra practice, write out all of Exercise 6.

8. Read and enjoy.

Y N3 Ny .0y N3 "0
W3 Ny N2 W2 Dy WD DY N2 Y
32 N°2 °N32 °0 .UP3 N3 NY 23 °0

15

.10

A1

12

13

14
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THE SHEVA, ODD VOWELS,
AND THE DAGESH

The Sheva

These are the vowels you have already learned.
X IX X X X X X X X X X

The last vowel is called the sheva and is written X The sheva is sometimes silent and

sometimes pronounced with a short, slurred sound, like the e in stupefy.

The Sheva at the Beginning of a Word

A sheva at the beginning of a Hebrew word is always pronounced with a short,

slurred sound.
maroon 11—‘ D lagoon 11177
Read the following line aloud.

oo KR bop vaw 3any oN 9

The Sheva at the End of a Word

A sheva at the end of a word is always a silent vowel, and it is not pronounced at

all. You have already seen this under the final form of the letter 1
shot nW Bach -l :
: T T
Read the following line aloud.

I TIT DR TR PAD DR 7Y

i
|
i




The Sheva, Odd Vowels, and the Dagesh ¢ Chapter 3

5 The Sheva in the Middle of a Word
‘ When a sheva appears alone in the middle of a word, it usually falls at the end of a

syllable and is not pronounced.?
concave : PJ I? carpool 1?1 Dj; meatloaf ,'Tib U ?3

Read the following words aloud.
ohny WIS MIN mmm Ry nnw:

Whenever two shevas appear side by side in the middle of a word, the first sheva is

silent, and the second is pronounced with a short, slurred sound.
consummate n ? ?3 DJ l?

Read the following line aloud.

DX WRR TIRYY TR 1an

T P T s L e

Reading Practice

Read the following lines aloud. Each sheva is a silent vowel.

MW CWIR Cdn PR TEp e
g P SO =) - B VL ST R
Each sheva in these lines must be pronounced with the short, slurred sound.

VTR cnv owh 99T NP D onT
ek ”?:;1 12102 M ‘lbt;f ’33 1‘103

In each of these words the first sheva is silent, and the second sheva is pronounced

with the short, slurred sound.

N3 VAN AN IRYRD 0"
MY N7 ninavn 1mYn
niohnn INENI DI NN




Chapter 3 » The Sheva, Odd Vowels, and the Dagesh

Combination Vowels

Some letters——the N, ﬂ, y, and n—are difficult to pronounce with the sheva.
In words where these four letters have a sheva, a full vowel is added to the sheva to

make it easier to sound the syllable.

When the sheva appears next to the vowel )_( or the vowel )S, it sounds like a hurried

Xor X.

easinbed = X =X aasin yacht =X = X

Bd= ¥ = 1Y odd= 1Y = TV
When a sheva appears next to the vowel X, it sounds like the @ in lovs

0de=.1‘ly=-r¥ oasinlow=‘lx:2$
Read the followingline aloud.

myl IR 0T PID MRy M
Mgy T

Syllables

A Hebrew syllable always begins with a consonant (N and y are considered con-

sonants). It consists of either:
* a consonant plus a vowel: sha '(5_7
+ aconsonant plus a vowel plus a consonant:  teesh Wﬂ

Tt is often easier to read Hebrew words that have many letters when they are broken

down into syllables.

PUTRTF=7IR7 TR D=7R)
m-n-W=npiv Db - X =009K

i 18




The Sheva, Odd Vowels, and the Dagesh + Chapter 3

Syllables and Sheva

- L. In most cases a silent sheva X indicates the end of a syllable.

R 02" PRy

2. When the sheva X appears at the beginning of a word it is a syllable by itself.
IR Pty My

3. When two shevas XX appear in a row, the second is a syllable by itself and is not

silent.
3°R73R MR nintpou
Accents

Hebrew words are normally pronounced with the accent on the last syllable, If the
accent is not on the last syllable, we will show an accent mark X over the syllable

that should be accented when we present the vocabulary.

Accent on other than last syllable: Accent on the last syllable:
U R B S S

=t 7k RS < = R A 7/ B B

Ocdd Vowels

Last Letter l'l

When the last letter of a word is n, and the vowel underneath is >_<, the combina-

tion is pronounced ach, and not cha.?
<<, <
roo-ach U‘]-‘ ko-ach U:
Read the following line aloud.

n%o Y mYn At npw o




Chapter 3 ¢ The Sheva, Odd Vowels, and the Dagesh

The Vowel )_( and the

When the vowel >_< is followed by the letter ’, the combination ’)_( is pronounced

aias in aisle.
my ’?_3 bowtie ’:D :
Read the following line aloud.

WY Y7 DAk 12 Ry

The Vowel 'IX and the ?
When the vowel '1X is followed by the leiter ,, the combination ""IX is pro-

nounced oi as in boil,
soil ‘?’10 boy ’1:
Read the following line aloud.

"AR QI INX I D094 A

The Dagesh

A dagesh is a dot in the center of a letter, It may appear in most letters of the
Hebrew alphabet, and should be thought of as part of the spelling of a word. There
are definite rules concerning the uses of every dagesh, but for the purposes of this

text, we will discuss only the most important ones.

The Beged Kefet Letters

. The words Beged Kefet are used as a memory device for the combined letters in
; the Beged Kefet group. : and J and 1 make Beged, D and D and .ﬂ combine
to make Kefet, At one time, all six of these letters were pronounced one way with a
dagesh and another way without a dagesh. Today, only three of these letters (the
:, the : , and the D ) change their pronunciation when a dagesh is added.
However, all six of the Beged Kefet (n DD ‘TJ:) letters continue to act as a
group. A dagesh never changes the meaning of the word when it changes the

L pronunciation.

‘ : 20
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The Vowel )_( and the

When the vowel >_< is followed by the letter .’, the combination .,)_( is pronounced

aias in aisle,
my M bowte "2
Read the following line aloud.
0Py U7 CpiaR %13 by

The Vowel '1X and the ”

When the vowel 1)( is followed by the letter ‘,, the combination "1)( is pro-

nounced oi as in boil.
wi P90 oy %93
Read the following line aloud.
MAR IR N i @ty a

The Dagesh

A dagesh is a dot in the center of a letter. It may appear in most letters of the
Hebrew alphabet, and should be thought of as part of the spelling of a word. There

are definite rules concerning the uses of every dagesh, but for the purposes of this

text, we will discuss only the most important ones.

The Beged Kefei Letters

The words Beged Kefet are used as a memory device for the combined letters in
the Beged Kefet group. : and J and 1 make Beged, D and D and n combine
to make Kefet. At one time, all six of these letters were pronounced one way with a
dagesh and another way without a dagesh. Today, only three of these letters (the
:, the D , and the D) change their pronunciation when a dagesh is added.
However, all six of the Beged Kefet (.ﬂDD 71:} letters continue to act as a

group. A dagesh never changes the meaning of the word when it changes the

pronunciation.

|
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Two Spelling Rules

At the beginning of a word, a Beged Kefet letter usually takes a dagesh.

7R g 2pg T 2y nfg

At the end of a word, a Beged Kefet letter usually does not take a dagesh.
DI G =R SR e

The Five Gutturals

The only letters in the Hebrew alphabet that cannot take a dagesh are N, ﬂ, ﬂ,
y, and ﬁ These letters are called Gutturals and were once sounded in the throat.
Because they cannot take a dagesh, these letters upset normal spelling rules and cre-
ate exceptions in grammar. We will discuss these exceptions as they arise. It is

important to memorize these five letters as a group.

Exercises

L. Below are some examples of words divided into syllables. Pronounce each syllable. Then read the new

word.,

DNV =0p- 3"V .

N@WIDRD =RW-1-n0"3 -

) s mm
*

P17 =p"2"T077 o
INNEYRR =R NETURTR .
opb7en =0p- 7278 0 -

DU =03
QVEWAT =DV -2 wR-1
DIWRI2 =D0%1"W RI7D
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2. Write out each of the following words in syllables. Then pronounce them,
nmnevn s 0397 2P’ s 07N,
DINDWR . AWM DI AP
N33 DW¥R . PAORYs CDN¥IT
NO¥ImT.e  DADW.e  ARIXYs D270 .

3. Read the following words with odd endings. If you have trouble pronouncing them, review the endings

on pages 19 and 20.
opi?> oy ol paW pIav onie Oa.
7’2 PR 0¥ PR 070 T T V12
LR 'R e By B = e S PR o < R -
Dy °DIaR "B Cny DBIN DNV .

4. List the letters which always take a dagesh at the beginning of a word. What two words do we use as a

memory device for remembering these letters?

5. Put the dagesh in the following words whenever necessary.

7920 927 9973 Y N2 piax Yo.
107 D977 N2 Tap oviT BYD.
R 1= i SR S =S =
237 DY INE 932323 %123 NIt .
no 7D o) 790% 12 93 onls

6. List the five letters which do not take a dagesh. What do we call them as a group?
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7. Find the silly English sentences hidden in the Hebrew.
- 7390 9 IR 9K A2 098 T 1.
2092 %1 73 XY NI P 0 P2
AP 0 DY ROT OT0 0OR 77 7Y %92 00

297R X W 129p ARip 210 PR w1 3T P,

8. Write these silly sentences with Hebrew letters as many ways as you can.
1. She said to Ted: “Go to bed! Do not read!”
2. Oh my dear, take off your party shoes before Papa sees you.
- 3. She sells sea shells by a seashore.

4, He said to Ned, “I hate to be late to consummate a deal on Tuesday.”

9. The following words are all real Hebrew words. Read them aloud until you can read them easily.

QIR2 773 DR WK MRk AOX TR
’f DI 213 AN YT TNR M N3
| nioeen NP Iv%mn AwaT AT T
TRT mRYT PR IRY AN TR AT
Wy 8Rn VY0 DUTRN NWn TWIT MR
Y PRI 2Py 9327 2 o9oiv oDov .
P7107 197 DN DD WX2 Dpand -
A7 WYY TIRD ANIWR MER WYL s
PPY MO KWV DMWY N2D RYls
TRIE DWYD IWRR 1 2 Y.
N IRYR WP MWTR DIRYE .
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oy Y Y YRy Wi 17937

12

TR 7123WD -rm‘?n mPnn  DORED ORIV
WPl m‘r:: 2°%°  nNbuv 7‘m 7280 .
oOR°2] RVl ) n’vwb -m‘v PrYY s
apne AnY o '1‘71 n’m 0'927 v‘?a 16
‘mu aoNiz  pU¥Y NINIY DAY DAWw

Caution

Do not be disturbed if you are still reading Hebrew words haltingly. In Chapters 1
through 3 it is our intention to simply acquaint you with the letters and pronunci-
ation. Reading Hebrew will come more easily as you learn the language. However,
if you want to improve your reading skills, we recommend Teach Yourself to Read

e e e At 4T e

__Hebrew, available with or without audio tapes from EKS Publishing.

h
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NOUNS AND VERBS:
*- MASCULINE

Oral Review

Read the following words aloud.

PII%? YR 87 ARY T 1IN BT TRK
L vl 01 ,iTYNe ,0vEn ,axrin Rl 2
: IY1,795 X3 ,927 WK ,12,072,0500 3
| Y1 TRTR WY YRy TRy N2 170 728 4

392,097,702 78,777 W UK s
T12 9970 ,1772,37AY 7223 XX 007 6
Y13 VKT A98T 7370 ,020 130,385 7
0™y B3 077R 23T .8°12 203
DY NN L ninsYn ninga ,niig ,niax o
o°RYy ,0°712¥ ,2°377 ,8°W1 ,NIEIR ,BWIN .10
VIR TRY Y LAY BN DY L

D7, 00K TR N0 LR DN ANR IR 12

WYL DWY R VRY 001800 ONRY 1
oW ,0°WwX7 UKD ,0°77 77,0057 LI L1
0°%2 ,°%2,0%3779 1172 ,2°90K PR ,niny s
TV ,0%8 009 9 ,NIYDI ,WBl ,93Th 16
D°%y 7Y 027,102 ,0°%7 ,07,205 12 17
YRy 721 ,0K1R AN 13302 YR 18
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Each chapter from now on includes a vocabulary list. Each word in the vocabulary

lists has been selected because it appears frequently in the Bible. Memorize the

Vocabulary

vocabulary words.

remembered .....eonernes - -1;;[ Abraham........c..commimivnienienns D;ljr:g
ruled, reigned ...coeeeune. '112?_.9 TXLATY evreeemsasssesessbrassanssransensaasanie W"N
KINgG vevvarrannreserns . '[‘??3 ROUSE coererrenrerersaristsnsrensserarsssaene N"i
U . 508 oottt ettt 12
stood '1?;3_; WOTd, thing..ceiemineianisenseressaens "'121
heard, listened 37@1_? DAVIA ceerereeresresresrancreenrassssssmesnns '1'1:[
guarded, kept"l?_m_zlf FRE, T cvierireriessereniesesessesisrasisnianse N

Tn the vocabulary for each chapter, words that are not accented on the last syllable
< = = <
will be shown with an accent mark X. The words 1?3, '\]7?3, and WY1 are all

accented on the first syllable.

The Hebrew Sentence

u‘-k_ LR \{;;L

A LS ~i\ ‘g\kt:a‘%

ar

In both English and Hebrew, a sentence is a group of words that expresses a

complete thought.
David remembered. ....... 2 ;:f_ 111
: "'. 7 He $tood, wccovenrvrorienes .7?_35_! N'l'ﬂ Remermber that
et © S Amanheard. . YW W e Hebrew reads
f igh .
e s Aking ruled. .o .1127_; -11??3 rom right to left
vy A Abraham guarded. n?gg?' Di:('jr:lh_z

In English the verb normally follows the subject.
David remembered. He stood.

In Hebrew the verb usually precedes the subject, but may also follow it.

David remembered. ....... D21 T
David remembered. ....... .Tﬁr -l;;[
He stood. .o .1@512 N1
He stood. i X 1@31._7
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Chapter 4

The Subject of a Sentence

Verbs

The subject of a sentence is a noun or pronoun that performs the action in the
sentence, A noun is a word that names a person, place, object, or idea. The nouns

in the vocabulary of this chapter are:

word, thmg'ﬁ;:[ Abraham.....ccoericicreirnerae D;f"l:b_t
DaVld-T.‘:f_ 1123 3 SRR W’N
KIT eeveomarnnensacsuesensnisnssnsesasossisens '1'2?3 ROWSE vvvevvnreesenresramsensensenrssrasienrees n"a
VOUNE MAN cvvvrerrrersresresreserssneses 10 8 SO curermrenssemsericsensenissisnsesinsssaesianss 12

A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun. For example, the words he, she, and

it are pronouns. The vocabulary of this chapter introduces the pronoun N7 he,

A verb is a word that describes the action of the subject of a sentence. In the sen-

tence David remembered, the verb is remembered. The verbs in this chapter are:

stood 1@5_! remembered .....ocieeeereeencnnens ﬁ;l
heardy@'(_rp raled...n, 'IL.’D
guarded, keptﬁ?_ﬂ@’

The Meaning of the Perfect Tense

‘:

English verbs describe action in past, present, and future tenses. biblical Hebrew
has only two tenses: perfect, which describes completed action; and imperfect,

which describes action which is not complete.

All the verbs shown above are shown in the perfect tense. [n Biblical Hebrew, the
perfect tense is sometimes used to describe present completed action or even
future completed action, as well as past completed action. In this book, however,

the perfect tense will be treated as if it were equivalent to the English past tense.

In English there are many ways to describe action in the past. In Hebrew there is
only one way. The Hebrew sentence 77_312! 'T"i-_fr can be translated into English as

shown below.

David guarded. David did guard. David was guarding. } Ny 79
David has guarded. David had guarded. YRR e
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The Definite Article

In English there is an indefinite article: a or am, as in a man or an eye. In Hebrew
there is mo indefinite article. Therefore, '[1?79 can mean either king or a king,
depending on the context. In both English and Hebrew there is a definite article. In
English, the definite article is a separate word: the. In Hebrew, the definite article is
attached to a noun and cannot stand alone. The definite article i1 usually has a X

under it, followed by a dagesh in the next letter.

the = X{J
-l i
the king king
Definite Noun = IndefiniteNoun +  Definite Article
il = v + X0
the young man young man the
wEoo- W+ X
the word word the
133 = 12 + X3
the somn son the
niag = n’a + X
the house house the

The Definite Article and the Five Gutturals

When the definite article comes before a word that begins with one of the five gut-
taral letters (7,3 7,571 ,X) the XiJ may change to }_"_l or ';:l, and there is no

dagesh in the following letter.*

the manW"Nl:_l IIATE «ovevreeneiraemensssssaransisniertsstansen 7434
. 9 . ,

the 01ty'1 37;‘ o 1 SO ORI Y

the c1tlesﬂ""]§l_7ﬂ CIHIBS 1uveviaereneerermeresiasissismsaernanon n"j}!

Remember that the meaning stays the same whether or not there is a dagesh.
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Nouns That Are Definite by Nature

Some nouns are definite by nature. In English, we call them proper nouns. They
include the names of specific people and specific places. The definite article is not

usually used before a proper noun.

The man remembered. .......ccocees s ) __TI_. W"N}:l
Abraham remembered. ......... 27 772X
The King $t00d. ..vvvvvrrrne TRV TR0
David $100d. cvverrseversssscscrsssiminnies o MAY T1T
Exercises
1. Vocabulary Drill. Read and translate the following words.
737 .1 Nl s TAY 1
927 12 Q77N 7 13 2
720 13 190 8 37T 3
Wi 14 nRY 9 v 4
Wi 15 717 .10 YR 5
2. Read and translate the following,.
D72 TRy 7 Y 13 4 TBY BTN 1
21 9Y1 8 T MY 5 DT2K YaU 2
MR MY 9 72 R 6 R0 920 3
3. Read and translate the following pairs of sentences.
27921 17 5 R YR 3 7ol At
27 N2 WORD S WY IRY avin
D72 Y RIT 6 AR 920 4 J2 70y 2
1172 Y 7981 780 20 133 7Y
4. Add the definite article 1} to the following words. Don’t forget to add the dagesh when you add the
definite article as necessary.
TR 1 M3 W
29
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5. Translate the following sentences into Hebrew.

1. A young man heard.
The young man heard.

2. A king ruled.
The king ruled.

3. The son stood.
The son remembered.

6. Read and translate into English.

172 N1 727 .
927 WORD YRY
TRy N33

20 79787

L B N &>

7. Translate into Hebrew.

1. The man stood.
: 2. The man guarded a house.
3. David heard a word.
lr 4, He ruled.

5. Abraham remembered a thing,

30

4,

The man guarded.
The man was guarding,

. The young man was guarding.

A young man had guarded.

. A king remembered.

The king did remember.

3
"y}
==§
o
i
. [
:5 =5 4
e
g~
Mz

= |
-7
]
i .
iy —
Aty i

. The son heard,

. Aking guarded.

. The house stood.

. The young man remembered.

. The king heard.




