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THE DEFINITION OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
· Process of growth and development


Becoming disciples of Jesus (John 1:35-37)
· Not merely a partaker of information

· imitator of his/her master (Luke 6:40)

· Altering the whole of one’s life

· It involves behavior as well as the mind 

CONCEPT OF DISCIPLE
“A Christian is a mind through which Christ thinks; a heart through which Christ loves; a voice through which Christ speaks; a hand through which Christ helps.”[footnoteRef:0] [0:  Paul Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996), 336.
] 


· Μαθητεύω [mathētēs/mathētēuō] - to make someone into a disciple

· Ἀκολουθέω [akolouthein] - to walk behind, to follow

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND JUDAISM
· The Hebrew terms יָסַר (yāsar, “to instruct”) and לָמַד (lāmad, “to teach”): change in behavior as a result of instructions

· To go after other gods (Deut. 4:3; Judges 2:12; Jer. 11:10)

· Linked with adultery (Hosea 1:2; 2:7,13)

· Going after Yahweh (Deut. 1:36)

Q: Following God or His qualities?
· Rabbis
· Philo
· Josephus

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
· Total Occurrences: all 261 references to “disciple” in the New Testament occur in the Gospels and Acts. The frequent occurrences of the term signify a close association with Jesus himself. 

· Not going after but total commitment.

· Exclusive relation to one who is the Savior.


IMPLICATIONS FOR TODAY
· Participation in Salvation (Mk. 10:17; Lk. 9:61–62; Jn. 8:12; Rev. 14:4)


· Participation in Suffering (Mt. 8:19–20; Mk. 8:34; Jn. 12:25–26)

